A Message For Intelligent Life Forms

The following pages show the Voyager I spacecraft and some of the images en-
coded on a golden record placed on board. Voyager I was launched by NASA on
September 5, 1977, and it still transmits data about the outer reaches of our solar
system. A team of scientists created the golden record in case intelligent life forms
find the spacecraft. The record contains many pages of information about life on
earth. The surface of the record contains symbols that will hopefully help someone
finding the record to play it. The scientists felt that it was important to explain
our number system and arithmetic symbols at the beginning so that numbers could
be used to describe other items throughout the record.

Look at the page that introduces our numbers. What do you think the scientists
are trying to explain? Why did they choose the examples shown?

What do you think the scientists are explaining on the other pages? Do you think
that intelligent beings would be able to understand something about life on planet
earth after seeing these? If you were going to add one more page, what would you
include in this message to the cosmos?






EXPLANATION OF RECORDING COVER DIAGRAM

BINARY CODE DEFINING PROPER SFEED (3.6 seconds [ROTATION]
TO TURN THE RECORD (1= BINARY 1, —= BINARY 0)

EXPRESSED IN O.70 x 107" seconds, THE TIME PERIOD ASSOCIATED
WITH THE FUNDAMENTAL TRANSITION \
©F THE HYDROGEN ATOM

OUTLINE OF CARTRIDGE WITH STYLUS &
TO PLAY RECORD (FURNISHED ON — 0/
SPACECRAFT)

PICTORIAL PLAN VIEW OF RECORD-—

ELEVATION VIEW OF CARTRIDGE -

!
ELEVATION VIEW OF RECORD =

PLAYING TIME, ONE SIDE = =1 howr

THIS MMAGEAM DEFINES THE LOCATION OF OUR SUN UTIITING 14 %
PULSARS OF KNOWN DIRECTIONS FROM OUR SUN. THE BINARY
CODE DEFINES THE FREQUENCY OF THE PULSES.
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THE DIAGRAMS BELOW
DEFINE THE VIDEO PORTION OF THE RECORDING

GENERAL APFEARANCE OF WAVE FORM OF
VIDEQ SIGNALS FOUND ON THE RECORDING

“a— SCAM TRIGGERING

— VIDEQ IMAGE FRAME SHOWING DIRECTION OF SCAM
BINARY CODE INDICATES TIME OF EACH SCAN SWEEP
1512 VERTICAL LINES PER COMPLETE PICTURE]

. IF PROPERLY DECODED. THE FIRST IMAGE
WHICH WILL AFFEAR 15 A CIRCLE

THIS DIAGRAM ILLUSTRATES THE TWO LOWEST STATES OF THE HYDROGEN ATOM.
THE VERTICAL LINES WITH THE DOTS INDICATE THE SFIN MOMENTS OF THE

PEOTON AND ELECTRON. THE TRANSITION TIME FROM ONE STATE TO THE
OTHER PROVIDES THI FUNDAMENTAL CLOCK REFERENCE USED IN ALL THE
COVER DIAGRAMS AND DECODED PICTURES.
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